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conveyed to Exeter, and on the i6t:h of June she gave birth to a daughter. Two weeks later, while the Oueen was extremely ill, the Earl of Essex sat clown before Exeter, and began a siege. Henrietta Maria sent to him, beseeching his permission to retire to Bath for the completion of her health, to which the Lord General made answer : " That it was his intention to escort Her Majesty to London, where her presence was required to answer to 'Parliament for having levied war in England." The suffering Queen then made her escape from the city in disguise, and after many painful adventures she sailed for France.1 In a few days after her departure, diaries, who was hastening to her succour, drew near, and Essex retired.
When the King returned to Oxford, Essex and Waller approached from the opposite direction in such a way as they would surely have taken him prisoner ; but he passed out during the night and escaped between their two armies. Essex then marched into the west, and drove Prince Maurice away from Lyme, which he had been besieging, while Waller followed the King.
The Parliamentary forces under Waller came up with the King on the 29th of June, and Charles attacked and defeated them at Cropredy Bridge, distinguishing himself by his usual bravery and correct military judgment when in personal command. While Waller retreated to recruit his army, the King marched West, instructing Ilopton to follow him with all the men that could be spared from Bristol, and intending to form a junction with the army of Prince Maurice, and then fall on Essex and destroy him. On July j$th he arrived at Bath, but long ere that he received the news of Marston Moor, a battle which resulted in the permanent and rapid decline of his fortunes.
The Scottish troops under the Earl of Leven, united with the forces of Lord Fairfax, had sat down before York twenty thousand strong; and they were soon joined by the forces of the Eastern Association, led by the Earl of Manchester and
1 Strickland'K J.ives of'the (j^vm, vol. iv., p. 232.